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Mission
Provide nonpartisan legal and general research services 

• Members of the General Assembly 

• Standing committees

Division services are confidential



Services Provided
Drafting legislation

Legal and research support and policy analysis

Legislative reference center

Central repository of regulations

FOIA opinions and training



Bill Draft Requests

What makes a “good” bill draft request?



Examples of Bill Draft Requests
“Good” requests contain enough 
information that the drafter is able to 
identify what the legislator wants the 
bill to do

• “Designate the Chincoteague pony the 
state pony”

• “Please change the law so that 
fentanyl testing strips are not 
considered to be drug paraphernalia”

Requests that do not contain enough 
information make it difficult for the 
drafter to determine the legislator’s 
intent for the bill

• “Soccer goals”

• “Dependent deduction”

• “Change process for school board 
candidates”



Bill Draft Requests

What happens after you submit your bill request?



Bill Draft Requests
Bill drafting system is a 24 hour system; original requests 
made through members’ Patron Report, accessible 
through LIS website

The sooner requests are made, the more time drafters will 
have to work with you to address issues prior to 
introduction and the committee process

Provide as much information as possible in initial request; 
attach documents, provide contact information for 
additional assistance











Staffing
26 attorneys staff the 25 standing committees of the General 
Assembly
• Serve as legal counsel to all 140 members, standing committees, permanent 

commissions, and interim legislative study committees, subcommittees and 
commissions

• Provide subject matter expertise 
• Legal research and constitutional analysis provided by attorneys on bill 

requests and general inquiries

• Prepare all legislation, including substitutes and amendments, for members 
and committee



Important Dates
November 30, 2023; 5:00 PM – All prefield draft requests to be 
received by DLS 
December 29, 2023; Midnight – DLS to return all prefiled drafts to 
members for review
January 5, 2024; 5:00 PM – All requests for drafts and redrafts of 
study bills to DLS; all requests for redrafts for prefiled bills to DLS
January 9, 2024; 12:00 PM – All drafts of legislation to be prefiled 
available to members
January 10, 2024; 10:00 AM – All prefiled legislation must be 
introduced with the Clerks office


